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1 . AS INSTRUCTED, WE CALLED ON JOHN THOMSON, 

ASSISTANT UNDER SECRETARY IN THE ECO, AND ARTHUR 
HOCKADAY, DEPUTY UNDER SECRETARY IN THE MOD JULY 27 AND 
CONVEYED INFORMATION PARAGRAPHS 1-3 REFTEL. WE 
STRESSED US DESIRE TO CONSULT FULLY WITH HMG AND 
INDICATED US WAS OPEN TO SUGGESTIONS BRITISH MAY 

HAVE REGARDING CONSULTATIONS WITH THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC 
AND OTHER ALLIES. 

2. THOMSON SAID HMG WOULD IMMEDIATELY INITIATE STUDY 
OF MATTER WITH THE VIEW OF PROVIDING US WITH AN EARLY 
RESPONSE. HE CONTINUED THAT GIVEN IMPORTANCE OF 
PROJECTED DEPLOYMENT OF F-LLLS AT LAKENHEATH, HE WOULD 
NOT RESPOND "OEF THE TOP OP HIS HEAD." HE DID SAY, 

HOWEVER, THAT SUCH A DEPLOYMENT WOULD OBVIOUSLY HAVE 
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3. HOCKADAY CONFINED HIMSELF TO STATEMENT THAT HMG 
WOULD REVIEW US PROPOSAL CAREEULLY AND THAT PROCESS 
WOULD TAKE AT LEAST TWO WEEKS. 

4. BOTH THOMSON AND HOCKADAY PROMISED THAT THEY 
WOULD BE BACK IN TOUCH WITH THE EMBASSY AS SOON AS 
HMG HAS DEVELOPED FORMAL RESPONSE TO US PROPOSAL. 
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